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Pastor’s Corner                                                                                August  2022 
 
 

One of our members received this in a Grief Share email: 
 
When life is comfortable, you lose that awe, that fear of God, putting 
Him in a compartment that is convenient for you. When things are 
going well, you might put God on the back burner because you don't 
exactly need Him at that time.  
 
"Self-sufficiency is a terrible place to be," says Dr. Joseph Stowell, 
"because it is the worst deceit you can bring on yourself. You need 
God. You need God every minute of your life. I believe God knows that, 
and He desires fellowship and dependency from you, radical 
dependency in terms of your relationship with Him." 
 
From early on, we want to be self-sufficient!  After a child learns to say, 
“No!” the next thing seems to be “Me do it!”  (When you see a toddler 
pushing their own stroller, you know what I mean.)  By the teenage 
years, some kids are over this.  They want to be waited on hand and 
foot.  As a result, colleges and universities offer courses in “adulting” 
because parents never taught their children how to do their own 
laundry or cook anything that doesn’t depend on a microwave as the 
heat source.   
 
I don’t know if America is the land of opportunity it once was, but many 
people still see it that way.  Many people have come here and worked 
hard to create a business, store, or restaurant to support their family.  
Self-sufficiency is great when things are going well because you can take 
the credit.  You’ve pulled yourself up by your own bootstraps, whatever 
that means.   
 
But what happens when things go wrong?  We are in trouble if we 
have nowhere to turn but ourselves.          (continued…) 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Services 
       

        8:30 am – Classic Worship 
        9:45 am – Adult Bible Study 
      11:00 am – Alternate Worship 
      12:30 pm – Hmong Community                    
                           Worship  (1 Sunday  
                                               each month) 

 

Live Stream Worship 

http://www.kingofkingsroseville.org/
online-worship.html 

Use the above link to access  
the live stream Sunday services at 

8:30 and 11AM 
(recordings available, too) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Summer Office Hours 
The office is fully open Aug 1-19 
 8AM to 12PM Monday - Friday. 

Administrative office staff will be out 
of the office August 5. 

 

School Resumes August 22 
Hours return to  

8AM to 4PM Monday - Friday. 

 

http://www.kingofkingsroseville.org/online-worship.html
http://www.kingofkingsroseville.org/online-worship.html


 

As life goes on, we find these things happening to our parents, then to us, then to our own children.  An illness 
or accident may teach us to accept help for the very first time as an adult.  The hope to retire may help us turn 
to financial advisors.  A good counselor or friend may help us untangle a problem that has been weighing 
heavy on our hearts.  There are all kinds of resources we don’t even know exist until we need them.   
 
In the middle of the chaos, God invites us to come to Him, to depend on Him.  This might be a new experience 
entirely.  Sometimes God will use a difficulty to get our attention and to draw us back under His care.  The 
author of the above email concluded:  “Each person needs to be taken to a place where God alone is 
sufficient. Suffering takes you to that place. And suffering does not happen to some people and not to 
others; it is a crucial part of every person's life.” 
 
Most of us will admit that we haven’t grown much through the easy times of our lives; growth comes through 
working through the suffering which may come along with illness, pain, anxiety,  addiction, and relationships, 
just to name a few.  The Good News is that not even these things can separate us from God’s love.  In fact, 
they draw us closer to God.  As a friend battled cancer, she sang, “I need Thee, Lord, I need Thee; Ev’ry hour I 
need Thee!”    

 
Jesus invites us to leave our notions of self-sufficiency 

behind: “Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you 

and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy 

and my burden is light.”  (Matthew 11) 
 

As we continue to walk through this life and experience its proverbial “thorns in the flesh,” we hear the words 
God spoke to St. Paul when he pleaded to be delivered from the things that were giving him the most 
grief:  “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”  Like Paul, I pray we have 
the grace to accept it:  “Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s 
power may rest on me. “  (2 Cor. 12:9) 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Steven Bielenberg 

 

 

 

Steward Builders  ~ God Is the Source of All Things 
 
Remembering that God owns everything prompts a remarkable shift in our view of stewardship.  Usually when we think of 
stewardship, we define it as our giving to God or to the church something that belongs to us.  However, stewardship is just the 
reverse, because it is our freely using, enjoying, and giving what already belongs to God (Psalm 50:9-12).  The air we breathe, 

the water we drink, the land on which we live are all gifts from God.  All that we have are gifts we enjoy out of 
God’s love for us. 
 
Prayer: Lord, You are the owner of the animals in the forest and all the cattle on a thousand hills.  Help us to 
acknowledge You as the owner of all things.  We thank You for allowing us to be Your stewards and grant us 
faith to be faithful in our stewardship.  In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen. 

  

“I need Thee, Lord, I need Thee; 

Ev’ry hour I need Thee!”  
Annie Sherwood Hawks   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below is reprinted page 1 of the ST. PAUL HMONG OUTREACH MINISTRIES Newsletter 

Sharing Christ Jesus to the Hmong People in the Central Valley of California, and raising up leaders for the 
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ. [Eph. 4:12] 2916 McKee Road, Merced, CA 95340 Direct 
Line (Cell): (209) 600-2008 • dxiong@stpaulmerced.com 

Pastor Doua Xiong and his wife Sue started at King of Kings, Roseville along with Pastor Lee and two 
other deacons. 

 

 

July 2022 Article 

 

July nights bring fireworks of Independence here in USA. Like fireworks lighting up dark skies, Jesus’ word and love lights 
our lives with His freedom. You, our supporters, are helping us to ignite the word of God to the Hmong people through St. 
Paul-Merced Hmong Outreach Ministries. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you friends in the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ that made it possible to reach out to Johnny and Melissa’s family, Yer’s family, and other families from the past 
as well. Your love, prayer, and support for the ministry is greatly appreciated. The Sovereign Lord Bless you abundantly. 
These are the joys of 2022 the Ministry wanted to share with you. 
 

 On June 26th, RedeemerFresno Hmong Outreach Ministries, one of Pastor Rev. Doua and Sue’s ministry sites, planted 
through St. Paul-Merced Hmong Outreach Ministries, welcomed Johnny and Melissa’s family into the family of Christ. 
Melissa, like many other people, thought she would never ever be a child of God. She thought that Jesus only calls and 
accepts the perfect ones into God’s family. After long hours of conversation with Melissa about Jesus’s mission to the world 
according to His saying in Luke 5:32, “I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance”, she finally realized 
that becoming a child of God isn’t what she’s been told. She felt relieved.  
 
Melissa, along with her Christian husband Johnny, agreed to begin adult 
catechism class together. After ten hours of catechized, Melissa came to 
know the truth why everyone needs Christ Jesus in one’s life. One needs 
Him not only to forgive one’s daily sins, but the ultimate sin that caused by 
Adam and Eve’s disobedience of God’s command, “You may surely eat of 
every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Gen. 
2:17) That includes physical and spiritual deaths. Through this adult 
catechism class, Melissa came to know the truth that from that particular sin 
is what leads mankind to cause other sins.  
 

Melissa’s greatest joy is that that particular sin and her daily sins can be forgiven by accepting Christ Jesus, and her 
spiritual life can be restored. Not only hers but all who accepts Jesus as their Redeemer. Spiritual rebirth in Christ Jesus. 
Melissa and her three children were baptized at Redeemer-Fresno on June 26th. It was a great joy for everyone to witness 
Johnny and Melissa’ family dwelling in the house of the Lord. Baptism has saved them. 
 

Read the remaining pages of the newsletter following pg. 8 of the Quill 
 

“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”  

Romans 10:15b 



 

News and Notes 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for Summer Musicians: the choirs and 

school groups take a break during the summer, 

so if you have a musical talent (instrumental, 

vocal) you'd like to share during the 8:30 or 11 

am service, please contact our Music Director, 

Laura Fritz at 651-653-9977,  651-325-7287 

cell, or fritz@kingofkingsroseville.org.  Thank you 

to everyone in advance for giving glory to Jesus 
through music. 

 

Attached to the Quill is this month’s Barb’s Bulletin, the update from King of 
Kings supported  missionary Barb Rebentisch.  Please keep her and all 
missionaries in your prayers! 

 
 

Membership Updates 
 

Don’t forget to check the online directory—great for 

when you’re out of town! You can view & change your family’s 
information and find fellow member info for calling and mailing 
to keep in contact.  Visit: 
https://servantkeeper.com/directory/kingofkingsroseville/login  
the directory and https://servantkeeper.com/member-
portal/kingofkingsroseville/login  for the member portal.   
Contact the office for assistance. 
 

Save the Date:  This fall, King of Kings will be 

publishing a new and updated photo directory!  The dates for 
the household photos will be mid-October.  Watch the bulletin 
and newsletter for more details in the coming months. 
 
 
 

Summer Story Time  Everyone is welcome at the summer reading time every 
other Saturday.  The next story time is August 6th from 10-11am.  Families from the 

congregation, school, and community are invited to come, get a snack, hear some stories, 
and fellowship.   Come and join us for some fun and fellowship! Donations of snacks are 

still welcome.  Please contact Sarah Culbert sculbert@kingofkingsroseville.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Again this year, King of Kings Church and 
School will be hosting a Night to Unite on 
our playground. We will again invite our 
church neighbors to join our congregation 
for some ice cream and friendly 
conversation. This is an opportunity to tell 
our neighbors about. our church and 
school and invite them to worship with us. 
Last year we had 150 people attend. With 
the diminishing threat of Covid 19 and its 
variants, we hope to have more people 
attend this outdoor event. 

We need volunteers for a prayer walk on 
Saturday, July 30th from 9AM until 10AM 
to distribute door hangers inviting our 
church neighbors to attend. 

We will also need volunteers on Tuesday, 
August 2nd, to set up and take down tables 
and chairs and to scoop ice cream and pour 
pop. 

Let the Board of Evangelism (Don Ullman, 
Al Wasserman Jose Jimenez, Stefanie 
Jimenez and  Pastor Lee) know if you are 
able to help. 

 

                        Women’s Ministry Bible Study Opportunity        
                         Please join me Wednesday, August  
                         3rd from 7-8:30pm for a presentation and  
                         Bible study with Barb Rebentisch—LCMS  
                         Missionary to Taiwan (my sister in law).  Barb 
will share stories of her work translating music and Bible 
studies into the Chinese language online for a larger group of 
people in Asia to access.  Presentation will be in my home 
(10181 Fox Run Road, Woodbury, MN 55129).  Please 
contact me with any questions!  Julie Hibbing – 651-331-
0427. 
 
 

https://servantkeeper.com/directory/kingofkingsroseville/login
https://servantkeeper.com/member-portal/kingofkingsroseville/login
https://servantkeeper.com/member-portal/kingofkingsroseville/login


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education and Youth News 
 

 
National Youth Gathering Presentation 
Join us on August 28th during the Education Hour (9:45-10:45 am) between services in 
Room 103 as our group shows photos and tells stories of their experience at the gathering. 
This is a great opportunity for those eligible for the next gathering in New Orleans in 2025 to 
see what it’s all about (those entering 6th-10th grade). 

 
Opportunity – Sunday School Staff 
Are you interested in sharing God’s Word with children? We need teachers at all levels, from preschool through 6th grade, plus 
superintendents. Please contact DCE Sally Schuster for more information (sschuster@kingofkingsroseville.org or 612-540-0714. 
 
Youth Ministry 

 Planning for Fall! We are busy planning for the fall, but need help! We have several open spots of the Board of Young 
People’s Work and need additional adults to build relationships and encourage youth in their faith walk. Please talk to Sally if 
interested. Her contact information is below. She would also love to hear any ideas for activities and feedback on what has 
been done in the past. 

 Sign Up for Text Alerts!!! We use Remind to communicate what’s coming up! Text the following codes to the number 81010 
to sign up: 

 MS Youth: @27c366 
 HS Youth: @h8e247 
 If you have kids in both groups, please sign up for both! Add your kids to the appropriate group as well! 

 
 
Our main mode of communication is the Weekly Update e-newsletter that comes out on Mondays and is sent to 
all parents of 6th-12th graders.  If you are not receiving it or have any questions, please contact DCE Sally 
Schuster at sschuster@kingofkingsroseville.org, cell: 651-341-3830, office: 612-540-0714 or check your junk 
mail.  You can also check the bulletin boards by the sanctuary and youth room and the website for information.   
 

 

By Steve Gruenwald.  Reprinted from Better Health Newsletter – Sumer 2022 

mailto:sschuster@kingofkingsroseville.org
mailto:sschuster@kingofkingsroseville.org


 

School News and Notes 
WN THE LOVE OUR CHURCH, COMM

 

King of Kings Community Service Opportunity  King of Kings has adopted Concordia Park near 
the CA grounds.  Church and school families are invited to partner with Roseville to keep the park 
clean over the summer months.  Want to help?  Sign up/log time here: 
https://forms.gle/5QsC5Lf9TQFoeDTG8  and contact Katie Miller in the office to arrange getting 
supplies.  Any amount of time is helpful and hours are up to families!  Any time served can be 
applied to school volunteer hours. 

 
 
Call Updates  King of Kings welcomes new teachers Kimberley Peterson and Marlena Mitsch (returning).  We praise God for their 
answers to the call to teach this year.  Thank you to everyone who has kept them and their families in prayer. 

 
International Student Mentoring  King of Kings is looking for a tutor/mentor to help two international 
students become familiar with an American school environment. This paid position will help these students 
navigate through homework and help build organizational skills while working through challenges such as a 
language barrier. Both students speak English as a second language and are eager to learn at a Christian 
school in America. We prefer to have someone who is capable of speaking French, but is not required. 
Hours will vary from 1-5 hours per week and are flexible throughout the regular school day and afternoon. If 
you know someone who is interested, please contact Principal Jay Schutte to learn more information.  
 

Become a Host Family As international traveling has become a little more open, we are seeing more 
international students wanting to come to the United States for education. If you are interested in becoming a 
host family, please get in touch with Jay Schutte. It is always best to know which families are interested in the 
idea of hosting so when there is a call, we can reach out to you directly to share more information. King of Kings 
accepts international students in grades 4-8 and this is a great way to learn a new culture, make a connection 
with others throughout the world, and help share Christ's love through education. Any current KOK family who 
hosts an international student that is enrolled at King of Kings will receive a $2,500 tuition discount and a 
homestay payment from the international family.  

 
Enrollment Is Still Open!. Families can apply online or by contact principal Schutte to set up a tour. For 58 years King of Kings 
has provided this community, and beyond, with a school filled with a loving staff who cares about each child who steps through 
these doors. Help make it possible for more families to enjoy this Royal experience by talking to family, friends, neighbors, and 
others about King of Kings. Our school and church families are our #1 recruiters and I would love to set up a time to meet those 
who you are talking to. us. All of this is done as we continue to fulfill our mission: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAKE KNOWN THE LOVE OF CHRIST  

BY WORD AND DEED WITHIN 

OUR CHURCH, COMMUNITY, 

AND WORLD 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES 
 

Night to Unite: Tues, Aug 2 – 6 to 8pm 

Back to School Night & Pictures: Wed, Aug 17 

First Day of School: Mon, Aug 22 

 

 

Thank YOU! King of Kings families and 
friends using AmazonSmile have generated 
over $1,155 in donations! 

mailto:jschutte@kingofkingsroseville.org
http://www.kingofkingslutheranschool.org/tads-admission-enrollment.html


 

Other News 
 
 

Save the date:   
 
To see the most recent version of upcoming events, visit; http://www.kingofkingsroseville.org/events.html 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meals on Wheels returns this fall!  At the Parish Planning Council meeting on June 7 we were given the go-

ahead to start planning for the return of the Meals On Wheels.  (Pre-pandemic, King of Kings supplied meals 

to their clients on Thanksgiving and Easter, the two days a year that Meals on Wheels is shut down.) While 

Thanksgiving seems a long way away, we wanted to let you know right away that this will be coming, 

planning for the event will be starting soon. Please contact the church office if you would like to assist with 

this outreach.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

King of Kings Online Giving 

You can use the gold button on the King of Kings website homepage set up regular or one-time 
giving: http://www.kingofkingsroseville.org/ 
 

 

http://www.kingofkingsroseville.org/events.html
http://www.kingofkingsroseville.org/


 

 

ST. PAUL HMONG OUTREACH MINISTRIES Newsletter continued from pg. 2 



 

 



 

 



 

Barb's Bulletin   July 2022 
  
Dear Praying Friends,  
 
It’s been a whirlwind six weeks here in the USA.  Two weeks in the Twin Cities with 12 
presentations.  Then down to Iowa for 11/2 weeks and eight more presentations.  A week in Nebraska led to 
six more, followed by one in St. Louis, three in Des Moines, and I’m writing to you from Omaha. 
 
It has been a richly blessed time, also staying with and visiting family and dear long-time friends while I 
have been traveling.  
 
It’s also been an absolute delight to meet some of you who have been supporting me these past two years, 
whose names I’ve seen over and over again, but until now have not been able to put face with the names. 
 
So Thank You, THANK YOU, THANK YOU to all of you who have opened your homes and your churches, 
who have come out to see me and ask questions, and for all of those who have prayed over and with me.  I 
praise God for each and every one of you! 
 
Six more presentations are scheduled in Omaha, Sioux Falls and Minneapolis before I fly out August 10th, 
but more are possible.     

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Old friends in Seward, NE                                                                    Rev. Hodges at Mission Central                  
                                                 With Emily and Nora in Omaha, Nebraska 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meeting with Charlene Heck in Kearney, NE                            Becky Reinke in Deshler, NE 
 
 
 
  
               
 
 
 
 
 
Sisters in Jefferson City, MO                                         Anna Gruen in St. Paul, MN                    
  



 

Prayer Requests: 

 For Steve and Mary, Mrs. Lee, Kass, and Haley, that their bodies, souls and spirits will be healthy, 
and they will receive saving faith. 

 That Nana can find a dependable salesman to join her staff and can return to Bible study. 
 That the books we send can reach those who request them. 
 That I can be effective in all that I am called to do, especially improved language skill. 
 For three or four more Christian American English teachers for Concordia Middle School (an LCMS-

founded Christian school in Chiayi). 

Praise Reports: 

 For the opportunities to share God’s love for the Taiwanese with you, to meet many of you recently, 
and to chat and pray with many of you this summer. 

 For your generosity in sharing your homes, churches, food, prayers, and contributions. 

  
In Christ’s Service,                                    
Barb Rebentisch 

 

Contact and Support 
Information:                                                     

 

Permanent Address: 

Barb Rebentisch 

5 Fl-1, #167 Gongyuan St, 

East District, Chiayi City, 

60069 Taiwan 

Email: barb.rebentisch@lcms.org 

US Cell Phone # 651-359-5107 

(between 6 pm and 9 am your time) 

  

Gifts in support of my work can be sent to:   

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

PO Box 66861 

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

(write “Rebentisch” in the memo line) 

 

 

Or to: 

  

MISSION CENTRAL  

40718 Highway E-16 

Mapleton, Iowa   51034 

(write “Rebentisch” in the memo line) 

  

Gifts can also be given securely ONLINE 

through the LCMS website at 

https://www.lcms.org/rebentisch  

 

or through MISSION CENTRAL at 

https://missioncentral.us/rebentisch 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


