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Pastor’s Corner                                                                          December  2022 
 
 

The Christmas Truce 
 

It was December 25, 1914, only 5 months 
into World War I, German, British, and 
French soldiers, already sick and tired of 
the killing, disobeyed their superiors and 
fraternized with "the enemy" along two-
thirds of the Western Front, a crime 
punishable by death in wartime. German 
troops held Christmas trees up out of the 
trenches with signs, "Merry Christmas." 

  

"You no shoot, we no shoot." Thousands of troops streamed across a no-

man's land strewn with dead soldiers. They sang Christmas carols, showed 

photographs of loved ones back home, shared rations, played football, 

even roasted some pigs.  Soldiers embraced men they had been trying to 

kill a few short hours before. They agreed to warn each other if the top 

brass forced them to fire their weapons, and to aim high. 
  

A shudder ran through the high command on either side. Here was disaster 

in the making: soldiers declaring their brotherhood with each other and 

refusing to fight. Generals on both sides declared this spontaneous 

peacemaking to be treasonous and subject to court martial. By the time of 

the Armistice in 1918, fifteen million would be slaughtered. 
 

Not many people have heard the story of the Christmas Truce. 

In 1988, a radio station host in Boston played "Christmas in the Trenches," 

  (continued…) 

 
 

    

 

 

 

 

Weekly Services 
       

        8:30 am – Classic Worship 
        9:45 am – Adult Bible Study 
      11:00 am – Alternate Worship 
      12:30 pm – Hmong Community                    
                           Worship  (1 Sunday  
                                               each month) 

 

Live Stream Worship 

http://www.kingofkingsroseville.org/
online-worship.html 

Use the above link to access  
the live stream Sunday services at 

8:30 and 11AM 
(recordings available, too) 

  

 
 
 

 
 

Weekly Office Hours 
8AM to 4PM Monday - Friday 

 

The office will be closed Friday, 
December 23 through Monday, 

December 26 for Christmas.   
Normal hours will resume Tuesday, 

December 27.

 

Advent Wednesdays                                Christmas Eve Family 4:00 PM 

    Dec. 7, Dec. 14                                  Christmas Eve Candlelight 10:30 PM 

   Supper 6:00 PM                                                   Christmas Day 8:30 & 11 AM 

   Service 7:00 PM 

 

http://www.kingofkingsroseville.org/online-worship.html
http://www.kingofkingsroseville.org/online-worship.html


 

a ballad about the Christmas Truce, and was surprised by the effect. The song became the most requested recording 
during the holidays in Boston.  Since then, the story has inspired a movie as well as several different musical 
productions for the stage, even here in Minnesota.   
  

The “war to end all wars” didn’t accomplish peace on earth.  We still live in a war-torn world.  Terrorists remind us 
that no one is beyond their reach.  Refugee families continue to flee their homes and livelihoods in desperation and 
fear.  Many of them have relocated here in Minnesota.  In a world not so different from ours, the prophet Isaiah 
proclaimed, “For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be 
burned as fuel for the fire.  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be up[on his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of 
the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end.”  (Isaiah 9:5-7)   
 

May the peace of God, which surpasses all our understanding, be yours this Advent and Christmas! 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Steven Bielenberg 

 

 

 
“…his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of 

his government and of peace there will be no end.”  (Isaiah 9:5-7)   
 

 

 

Stewardship Corner                                                                                 Prepare the Way of the Lord 
John the Baptist was the one calling in the desert, “Prepare the way of the Lord; make His paths straight” 
(Matthew 3:3), and so again, during Advent, we focus on the birth of Christ and heed the Baptist’s admonition 
to prepare our hearts for Him. 
 

David, the psalmist, also urges us to prepare for the Lord’s coming.  “Lift up your heads, O gates…that the King 
of glory may come in” (Psalm 24:7).  Think about how a nation prepares for the visit of a foreign dignitary.  The 
red carpet is rolled out; the security forces are on high alert; the media is present to capture the moment with 
cameras and recorders; and plans long in the making begin to unfold. 
 

But we’re not welcoming an earthly guest.  No earthly visitor can compare to this Guest for whom we prepare.  
“Who is this King of glory?” the psalmist asks and then answers, “The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty 
in battle!”  Again, he urges, “Lift up your heads, O gates!  And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King of 
glory may come in.”  (Psalm 24:8-12). 
 

This King has left the glories of Heaven for the squalors of Earth in order to make us His own.  He lived the 
perfect life in our place.  He endured rejection, scorn, and humiliation, culminating in 
His death  and resurrection so that we can be accepted by our holy God, so that we 
can be lifted up to Heaven, so that we will never have to die but will live forever in 
Heaven with Him. 
 

This is the Christmas message.  Yes, we picture a helpless baby in a manger, but that 
Baby is the King of glory Whom we worship and strive to make known to the world.  
 

May God help us all share the good news of great joy! 
 



 
  

Worship Update from the Board of Lay Ministry: We have returned to our practice of offering 
both the common cup and individual cup as we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. This choice is at the discretion of the communicant. As always, if you are not 
feeling well, please select an individual cup. 

 

 

 

From the Window View of Pastor Lee 
  

Here in America, Thanksgiving is a time for family to get together 
and give thanks, and a baked turkey is necessary. While the rest of 
America is celebrating, the Hmong people are celebrating the 
Hmong New Year along with Thanksgiving. The annual celebration 
takes place to honor ancestors and the clan spirits to give them 
thanks for the completion of a good harvest. The New Year is 
rooted in agricultural history and religious tradition.  
 
Once the harvest is complete, everyone puts on their best Hmong New Year clothing. The New Year is a 
time to greet old friends and when young boys court their future wives. It was also a time of religious 
rituals where families would give offerings to ancestral spirits.  
 
As you gather for Christmas, do not forget to give thanks, make your offerings to God, honor your elders, 
and court your future with God. These things are not the end; this is the beginning of a long relationship 
with the God of the Universe. Moreover, when you see God face to face, time will stand still, a nd eternity 
will no longer be an eternity. There will no longer be a celebration of a New Year, for every day will be 
timeless with the Lord.  
John 16:33—I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. 
But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 

 
Blessings,   

Pastor Vue Lee 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O 



 

News and Notes 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meals on Wheels  Thank you for all those who helped 

with the meal prep and delivery this year! 
 

At the end of the Quill is Barb’s Bulletin, from King of Kings 
supported missionary Barb Rebentisch.  Please keep her and 

all missionaries in your prayers! 

 

Membership Updates 
 

In by Baptism – Roselynn Grace Boll (daughter of  
                            Michael & Amy Boll) 
 
 
 
 

 
Opportunities to serve   
 

Are you looking for an 
opportunity to serve the church  
in a behind-the-scenes role? If so, the Altar Guild 
needs you! The main responsibility of the Altar 
Guild is to prepare the sacraments for Holy 
Communion Sundays (before the 8:30 service 
[Saturday] and before the 11:00 service). Guild 
members are also tasked with changing 
paraments and banners and keeping the altar well 
kept. All new guild members will receive training, 
including direct assistance when preparing Holy 
Communion for the first time. There are many 
open Sundays in 2023 and scheduling is flexible. 
Please talk to the pastors or contact Karla Schiller 
(krschiller@gmail.com) to sign up or to learn more. 
 

Projectionists also needed!  This is a vital, but 
simple, behind-the-scenes aspect to church 
services (no soundboard work is necessary).  
Contact Katie Miller in the office or music director 
Laura Fritz lfritz@kingofkingsroseville.org for more 
information.  Training will be provided. 
 

 

Anxiety and Depression Support Group starting in January 2023 
 

Starting in January, there will be an 8-week support group for adults 

(18+) with anxiety and/or depression. The purpose of this support 

group is to bring Christians together who are dealing with anxiety 

and/or depression to encourage, enlighten, and support one another 

and to approach these issues from a Christian, biblical perspective. 

One of the most challenging aspects of mental illness – whether 

anxiety, depression, etc.— is the isolation and shame that often 

goes along with it. This support group will regularly 

remind participants that they are not alone and do not need to be 

ashamed of having a mental illness because we are ALL broken in 

one way or another and we all have HOPE in Jesus (2 Cor. 12:9-10). 
 

The plan is to meet once a week for about 1.5 hours in the 

library/media center at King of Kings. The schedule will be 

determined by the availability of those who express interest in 

participating. The group will be facilitated by Christina Gjelhaug, a 

member of King of Kings who has a master's degree in Marriage and 

Family Therapy from Bethel Seminary. Christina's focus for the 

group will reflect her personal desire to learn to "rejoice in our 

sufferings" (Rom. 5:1-5) and to help others do the same. This group 

is NOT intended to be a THERAPY group, but rather a SUPPORT 

group where participants can learn from each other and support 

each other in living with anxiety &/or depression. If you are 

interested in participating in this group, please let Christina know by 

Sunday, Dec. 18th so she can figure out a schedule prior to 

January.  You can call/text Christina at 651-233-6686 or 

email cgjelhaug@hushmail.com. 

 

Holiday singers wanted! If you're interested in 
singing with the Rejoice Choir for Thanksgiving 
or Christmas, please let Bekah Jorgensen know 
(rjorgensen@kingofkingsroseville.org) or just 
come to practices, Wednesday evenings at 7 
in the sanctuary (7:45 after Advent services 
begin). We'd love to have you, even if you can't 
make every rehearsal. 

 

mailto:krschiller@gmail.com


 

Education and Youth News 
 

Sunday School Christmas Program 
Join us on December 11 at the 11 am worship service to hear our children 
present the events of Christmas! The kids and teachers have been working 
very hard on music and reading parts.   
There will be a full rehearsal this week, Sunday, December 4th. 
 

Mark your calendar for VBS! 
Next summer, Vacation Bible School will be held on June 12-16, which is a week earlier than we did last year. Watch 
for the theme to be revealed in January along with registration opening. If you have any questions or would like to sign 
up to volunteer, contact DCE Sally Schuster at sschuster@kingofkingsroseville.org. 
 

Youth Ministry 
 Youth Night: Doors open at 5:30 pm for open gym/fellowship and we separate into groups from 6-7:30 pm. On the first 

Sunday of the month (December 4), High School Youth are invited to arrive at 4:30 pm to cook dinner. We will not be meeting 
on December 25 or January 1. Watch the bulletin and Weekly Update e-newsletter for more specifics on the rest of our 
schedule, especially the Christmas Party on December 18! 

 High School Bible Study meet on Sundays between services in the Youth Room. We are doing a study of Apologetics. 
 Sign Up for Text Alerts!!! We use Remind to communicate what’s coming up! Text the following codes to the number 81010 

to sign up: 
 MS Youth: @27c366 
 HS Youth: @h8e247 
 If you have kids in both groups, please sign up for both! Add your kids to the appropriate group as well! 

Our main mode of communication is the Weekly Update e-newsletter that comes out on Mondays and is sent to all parents of 6th-12th 
graders.  If you are not receiving it or have any questions, please contact DCE Sally Schuster at sschuster@kingofkingsroseville.org, 
cell: 651-341-3830, office: 612-540-0714 or check your junk mail.  You can also check the bulletin boards by the sanctuary and youth 
room and the website for information. 
 
 
        Confirmation meets Sunday mornings from 9:45-10:45AM in Room 102 (Mrs. Incitti's Classroom) 
 

School News and Notes 
WN THE LOVE OUR CHURCH, CO

 
 

Community Boosters News 
 

THIS FRIDAY!  Parent’s Night Out!  All Royals kids (church and school families) 
from PreK to 6th grade are invited to spend the evening watching a movie in the 
King of Kings gym – Parents get a break!  Hosted by the Community 
Boosters.  Cost: $20 per child (max of $60 per family)  Friday, December 2 from 
5-8:30pm.  Participants must be potty-trained.  
 
Registration:  Click Here to Register  or scan the code on the graphic below.  See 
you there! 
 
Use this google form:  https://forms.gle/cHoAEoweyCUBMyiF6 to help out the King 
of Kings Boosters Committee – whether that be attending our monthly meetings or 
to assist with a particular event.  This is a great way to meet your 10 hour service 
commitment for the school! 
 

 

mailto:sschuster@kingofkingsroseville.org
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Thinking about Kindergarten for next year?  

Come to a Kindergarten Sampler &  
Parent Info Day December 15!  

 

Parkway Pizza Dine Out for 
Schools Night  Looking for an idea 
for upper? Parkway Pizza in 
Roseville has a Dine Out for 
Schools night and King of Kings is 
included in their monthly 
calendar.  Dine Out for Schools is: 
During the school year (Sept-June) 

your school will have one night a month that 5% of ALL SALES go to your 
school (no coupon or code needed. Pick up/delivery/dinein merch/beer/wine, 
etc.).  Thursday, December 8 is the next night in which our school will 
receive 5% of all sales.  Put it on your calendar for each month! 

Parkway Pizza is located at 1909 Lexington Ave N, Roseville  651-493-4360 
 

 
 
The King of Kings School Christmas Concerts will be held Thursday, December 8: K-4 at 5:30 PM, 5-8 at 7PM..  
Everyone is welcome to join the kids as they share their gifts in a celebration of Jesus’ birth!   

 

 
     

 

Upcoming Dates 
 
December 1 - PK Christmas Program (4:30pm) 

December 2 - Boosters Parent Night Out 
December 8 - K-8 Christmas Concerts 

December 17-Jan 3 – Christmas Break 
 

 
                                                                                         “Like” Us on Facebook…                                     our school! 

 

 

 

MAKE KNOWN THE LOVE OF CHRIST  

BY WORD AND DEED WITHIN  

OUR CHURCH, COMMUNITY, 

AND WORLD 
 

Other News 
 
Partnership with CSP Campus Ministry: Our Board of Lay Ministry has accepted the invitation of Pastor Tom Gundermann, Concordia 
University's campus pastor, to have King of Kings serve as the sponsor for Holy Communion at chapel services this year. As their ministry 
to students is not a congregation, it has been the practice of Campus Ministry to have a local congregation sponsor these services. We will 
serve as their LCMS partner to support and guide the communion services, while the actual services are conducted by Campus 
Ministry.  We pray for our continued partnership with CSP and rejoice that the Sacrament is celebrated among our students!  
 
 

 

Facebook is a great way to network and keep connected 
to church/school ministry.  

Please find us at the following link and 'like' our page: 
www.facebook.com/kokroseville 

 

We also are on  Twitter! Instagram and Youtube! 
  

Every Purchase Helps Our School 

http://www.facebook.com/kokroseville
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011-Rvi8nLOy_RQQ6sqKth1rpRpV8KQvWG8vUXaEmrIkgUbABIjKjwgLeuiDLZDVIU_a5NODDROORf08b8H-98hGFMqOhd95nkWxxcRwuV_Mzs3tAcXNfXotWMIANSLgLUcbHZ2BuGa55JTEAFvF-He2q_jnKpWCxp&c=&ch=
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011-Rvi8nLOy_RQQ6sqKth1rpRpV8KQvWG8vUXaEmrIkgUbABIjKjwgJQHbI7iBdRwXtGDUehgGY0ifwlaVK9BZDBsbSuh87y2epo3oV5OLv9Q69A3VYrxp72S1jx-bNpzquWk25zxSViIsBFEacCSLa8GjUzOGw-O&c=&ch=
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011-Rvi8nLOy_RQQ6sqKth1rpRpV8KQvWG8vUXaEmrIkgUbABIjKjwgJQHbI7iBdRwUzWCsoVJhT1_OszUf1DWi0LPsvLTD8hwQMGO8fEhIvUp8A2SkxO_kBzJBaMJ1mB_6HOP4l6yA5d_UnIlqHuo4Up6Q-NsNdCF1zkDx6gfUji3pjFh8XKR_XQPDGnKtRG2&c=&ch=


 
SAVE THE DATE:   
 

To see the most recent version of upcoming events, visit; http://www.kingofkingsroseville.org/events.html 
 
Sunday Morning Bible Study – Beth Moore: Living Beyond Yourself  This study explors the fruits of the 
spirit. Led by Sherri Pinotti. Books will be $10 and the schedule will be 2 weeks of videos, 1 week of 
discussion, and then repeat that pattern. If you would like a book, please contact DCE Sally Schuster at 
sschuster@kingofkingsroseville.org or call 612-540-0714. 
 
500 Cards for this month - December 2 at 5:30 pm. Our Hosts for December are Mike and Sherri Pinotti (416 Bear Ave. S., Vadnais 
Heights). Please RSVP to Sherri  612-810-9826. Bring a snack to share.  
 
A schedule for Dec – March is posted on the church bulletin board in north hallway. 
 
Concordia University, St. Paul presents Of the Father’s Love Begotten: 2022 Fine & Performing Arts Christmas Concert  at the 
Buetow Music Center Auditorium (300 Hamline Avenue St. Paul, 55104)  Performances Friday, Dec. 9 @ 7:30 PM, Saturday, Dec. 10 
@4:30 PM, and Sunday, Dec. 11 @3:00 pm. Tickets available at www.csp.edu/tickets. or by phone at 1-888-488-4849.  $18 adults; $15 
students/seniors 
 
Concordia Academy Christmas Concert  Join the Concordia Academy band, string, choirs, and art students at CA's 2022 Christmas 
Concert, "The Dawn of Christmas." Performances are Saturday, December 10, at 7:00 pm, and Sunday, December 11, at 3:00 pm. 
Tickets are $8 for adults and $5 for students and senior citizens. Order tickets at www.concordiaacademy.com/christmas. 
 

Concordia University, St. Paul presents The Annual Christmas Vespers  at the Graebner Memorial Chapel (1259 Carroll Ave., St. 
Paul). Service will be Sunday, Dec. 18, 7:00 PM.  Music includes Concert Band, Vox 9 (vocal jazz ensemble), Chamber String Ensemble, 
and Shades of Harmony Gospel Choir.  Free – No tickets or reservations required. 
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Barb’s Bulletin November 2022 
  

I have been visiting Mary's husband and son since she died.  I've been praying for and with 
them and praying and seeking an opportunity to continue discussing Matthew's gospel with 
Steve, which finally arrived yesterday.  Steve asked about John the Baptist, repentance, and 
various views of baptism. He traveled to the east coast to visit his parents for a short week. 
When he returned, he invited retired Principal Kenneth Chen and I to go on a road trip to eat 
some mango shaved ice at Mary’s favorite mango ice shop.  
 

The picture above was taken near there.  Yesterday I took cupcakes and answered more of Steve’s questions about pride, sin 
and how one relates to God. 
  
During my most recent visit to Steve, he said that he has found and is reading Mary's Chinese study Bible.  He said he really 
likes the study notes at the bottom of each page, as well as the introductions to each book.  He said he started re-reading 
Matthew.  He asked about the genealogy and was interested in the divine inspiration of Scripture and was trying again to 
understand human works versus grace. 
  

I went and visited Mrs. Lee and Mrs. Yang (another mom of one of my former students who has since become a Christian).  I 
had gone to visit both women several weeks ago but had not seen them recently while hyper-focused on Mary and Steve. 
  

Mrs. Lee is just recovering from  Covid, so I spoke to her on the phone from her gate, and she stayed in her house.  Her son, 
Roy,  was there and told me he had been  taking care of her, and she didn't  have a terrible case of Covid.  The following week, 
I went to visit Mrs. Lee again and took a couple of   homemade cupcakes to her. 
 

Mrs. Yang had me "help" her eat the fish, chicken, bean sprouts, shredded tofu salad and 
soup she had made, although I protested to no avail that I had already eaten lunch.  She 
also packed a large "lunch box" for me to take home and eat for my supper!!  Ah, I'm so 
spoiled!   I'm praying that I can maintain more regular contact, and build deeper 
relationships with both women, and to have more opportunities to share Jesus with 
them.  Please add your prayers to mine, that God's Spirit will provide and give me eyes to 
see and courage to respond to those opportunities.  

  

I went to Kaohsiung to visit a dear old friend, Alicia Lee.  During my first year in Chiayi at Concordia 
Middle School in 1985 Alicia was my first prayer partner, and a source of great encouragement. 
Soon thereafter she went on to more study and entered full-time church work.  She retired to 
Kaohsiung to take care of her mom, who passed away in May this year.  Now Alicia is dealing with 
her own health struggles and has a Christian sister caring for her.  Please pray for Alicia, for God’s 
healing mercy and that He will continue to provide all her needs.  Her caregiver says that Alicia is 
cheerful and never complains, unlike other folks whom she has served. 
 
I recently learned that I was accepted into the Distance Learning Deaconess program at Fort Wayne seminary.  I will begin that 
in January and complete it in December of 2024.  I will be able to do the program online, except for two 2-week intensive 
classes each year in Fort Wayne.  Completing this program may enable me to help with the work of the seminary program that 
is being designed to open in Chiayi in the next couple of years. 
  
I pray that you and your family are richly blessed as you go into the fall—in your Thanks-giving, 
and in your celebration of the coming of Salvation into our world. 

 

God's peace, 
Barb 

 

Chinese Theological Resource Developer 
Asia Regional Office Building 
cell phone: 651-359-5107 

5F-1, #167 Gongyuan Street 
East District, Chiayi City 
TAIWAN

 


