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January 2021
“The New Life” in a New Year

In the fourth chapter of his letter to the Ephesians, Paul writes about the
new life we are able to have in Christ. This is not a New Year’s resolution,
but a daily opportunity for us to leave the old behind and to embrace the
new. We spend so much time regretting what is past and worrying about
what may come that we often fail to live in the moment God is giving us
right now. “Put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of
life,” Paul says, and “put on the new self, created after the likeness of God
in true righteousness and holiness.” Embrace your baptism in the name of
Jesus! Your sins are forgiven. You are not bound to the devil or your old
sinful self anymore.
“Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and
give no opportunity to the devil.” There is a place for anger, but do we let
it overcome us? Do we say and do things we will soon regret? No matter
what others do around us, we are still responsible for our own actions.
Anger is a terrific opportunity for the devil. He can turn anger into
destruction in no time! Paul pleads with us to let go of things as he
encourages us to deal with our brothers and sisters quickly – today, in fact!
Don’t drag yesterday’s problems into today. In Matthew 6, Jesus says, “Do
not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself.”
This applies now more than ever. If you can’t sleep, it may be because the
troubles of that day have not been resolved. Anxiety creeps in. We carry it
with us like a debit against us into the next day.
Paul calls the Christian to do “honest work . . .that he may have something
to share with anyone in need.” Our purpose isn’t just to supply our own
needs, but also to take care of others. Our church and school has
responded mightily during this pandemic to any request that is shared.
Granola bars for our police forces? Toys for Tots? Gift cards for families
for food and Christmas presents for children? Anonymous scholarships for
students because of the financial challenges of 2020?
(continued…)

Live Stream Worship
Join with fellow members and friends
as we worship together!
http://www.kingofkingsroseville.org/
online-worship.html
Use the above link to watch
the live stream Sunday services
(recordings available, too)
On Site Services
Held by sign up only
Sundays at 8:30 & 11AM
Use the SignUpGenius link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/2
0f0a4facaa2fa1f94-church
Or contact Mike Pinotti at
612-590-8153 or the office to sign up.
Office Hours
The office is open 8AM to 4PM.
If you choose to stop by the office,
please know that social distancing
practices are required for
the health and safety of all.
Katie Miller is in the office 8AM –
12PM daily (except on some nonschool days) and continues to answer
the office phone & email remotely in
the afternoons.
Thank you for your understanding
during these circumstances!

In grateful response to God’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit through Word and Sacrament,
making known the love of Christ by word and deed within our church, community and the world.
www.kingofkingsroseville.org churchoffice@kingofkingsroseville.org

kingofkingsschool@kingofkingsroseville.org

Pastor Lee, Mr. Schutte and I have been overwhelmed (but not surprised!) by your generosity. Giving has been
generous even though most of us are not able or ready to attend in person. We thank God for your generosity
during this trying time for all of us. This may feel like this is one place where we can do something positive, “to
share with anyone in need.”
In verse 29, it gets to be a bit of a challenge, especially as 2020 swirls into 2021: “Let no corrupting talk come out
of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up. As fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who
hear.” This also applies to our computer keyboards and our phones. I wonder if the people who are so bold on
Facebook and other social media would be so bold face to face. My grandfather used to say, “If you don’t have
anything nice to say, don’t say anything.” (I bet yours did, too.) There are times we need to speak the truth in
love. Even so, are we building that person up? Or is our goal, secretly, to tear them down? Politics, protests, and
pandemic give the devil plenty of opportunity to goad us into speaking discouraging words. Instead, Paul calls us to
speak words of grace. Trust me, even the smallest word of encouragement goes a long way these days!
“Don’t grieve the Holy Spirit, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.” Father Raymond Brown
writes that although the full banquet is still in the future (no more tears, no more suffering, no more death), God
has given us the Holy Spirit as a pretty good appetizer that lets us know in the present just how good the coming
feast will be and how certain we can be of the promise that it is for us! (Thanks to Dr. Rev. Joshua Miller for this
insight!)
Paul calls us to let go of “all bitterness and wrath and anger and slander . . . along with all malice.” We have
been guilty of these things, too. Take them to the cross! Christ meets us in our sin and removes the burden from
us. We know how we hurt others, but even more so, ourselves as we harbor these sins. One of my friends said, “A
grudge is a heavy burden to carry.” Set it down. Walk away from it. “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.” Even the smallest kindness goes a long way these days.
Holding a door open. Bringing groceries to a family member or neighbor. A phone call, a card in the mail, a
positive note on someone’s Facebook post. (Even when you are wearing a mask, people can tell if you are smiling!)
And forgiving one another? Lots of that, too. It doesn’t take much to set us off these days. A neighbor’s sign in the
yard you don’t agree with. Opinions about politics or protocol can quickly become opportunities to sin. When I
remember the mountains of things God has forgiven me, it makes it so much harder to hold a grudge against my
neighbor. “As God in Christ forgave you.” You don’t have to go to the cross. You don’t have to die for your
neighbor. Jesus has already done that. For both of you. In the name of Jesus, forgive.
I have not been able to track down the true origin of this old saying, but it’s still worth our consideration: “Be
kinder than necessary. Everyone is fighting some kind of battle.” Everyone! You know your battles. Even though
it may not be the identical challenge, you can safely assume that the rest of us have them, too. “Be kind to one
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.”
A blessed New Year!
Pastor Steven Bielenberg

Behold
I make

all things new
Revelation 21:5 (KJV)

From the Window View of Pastor Lee
As 2020 ends and 2021 begins, it’s out with the old and in with the new. Some things we leave behind and some
we bring along with us. I remember when my parents would give us words of advice but as kids we saw them as
lectures. They would say, “Listen to what we have to say. What is good keep, what is not throw it away.” Now I
understand as an adult. What is good for our lives keep doing it, what isn’t get rid of. Like many things it’s easier
said than done. There are things in our life that are not good for us, yet we keep doing. There are things we can’t
control, but we can control how we respond. We are both sinner and saint at the same time.
I had a conversation with my daughters and my wife the other night. We were talking about life when I was
younger and how mean I could be. I told them, “That mean person is still inside of me. I suppress it every day. If it
weren’t for God, I’d still be that person.” Since the fall of creation, we’re all cursed. That mean person is still inside
of us and without Jesus we wouldn’t know true unconditional, eternal love and how to return it to others.
As this year ends and a New Year begins, here at King of Kings we are looking to start out
the New Year loving people by the grace of God. From Jan 4th to Jan 17th we are asking
you to drop off new and LIGHTLY used jackets to distribute to people who are in need.
There will be two boxes outside the north (front) and west (gym) entrance. You can drop
them off there. We are partnering with Pastor Miller at Jehovah and the Ramsey County
Sheriff. We will be distributing the jackets at Jehovah Lutheran Church on Jan 22nd. We
will need volunteers the week of to sort and on Jan 22nd. If you can volunteer, let Pastor
Lee know. What a gift, honor, and privilege it is to be able to bless others. We can’t control why
people are in poverty or homeless but we can control how we respond—with God’s love and His
Word.
If you have any questions feel free to contact Pastor Lee.
Blessings, Pastor Vue Lee

News and Notes
Thank you to…
The many, many musicians who have continued
to bless King of Kings by the use of their varied musical gifts!
Those who continually clean and prepare
the building for the services and daily use!
Those who put in the time and effort to decorate (and undecorate) the church
as we celebrate this joyous time of year.
Everyone who has been willing to observe the health and safety guidelines for church and school
so that we may continue to join together to learn and gather to hear the good news of the gospel!
Those who prayed for, donated gift cards and toys for recent holiday drives for families and children in need!

Resources Available for you!
The 2021 Daily Bible Readings calendar is here! You can pick one up in the narthex or at the North Entrance anytime the church is
open. Thanks to our neighbors at Mueller-Bies Funeral Home for providing these to us this year.
LSB for home use? Copies of the Lutheran Service Book (our current hymnal) are available for home use during the COVID19
quarantine. You may check out a copy at the church office. We would ask that you would return it when the time comes.
Helpful books Faith in the Shadow of Pandemic (John T. Pless/Jacob Corzine) and Callings for Life (Jeffrey Leininger) are both offer
Christian perspective on life and vocation, despite chaotic or unusual circumstances. Available in the office (no shipping costs!)
Other Resources including Portals of Prayer, SAGACITY (SAGES newsletter), LWML Newsletter, and Lutheran Women’s Quarterly,
and paper church directories. Feel free to call the office at 651-484-5142 to request a mailed copy.

Supporting local businesses.
Until we return to "normal," consider
supporting Lexington Floral (Shoreview)
and the Donut Hut (Little Canada).
(New Year's resolution: flowers on the
altar and a donut and coffee with our
friends on Sunday!)

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the
new has come.
2 Corinthians 5:17 ESV

Education and Youth News


The Winter Quarter of Sunday School is now available! If you signed up for the Fall Quarter, you don't need to do
anything! The materials will be ready for you, in the same mode of delivery you chose for the fall. If you didn't start in the fall,
you can still sign up! Below is the link: https://kingofkings.wufoo.com/forms/w213n1d185frf3/ The materials available are the
same that they would have received if they were attending Sunday School in-person. When you sign up, I will send you an
email with a basic outline of questions that you can use to walk through the Bible passage with your children.



Confirmation: resumes on January 10th - Sundays in-person from 9:30-10:45 am or at 1 pm on Zoom.
Contact DCE Sally Schuster with any questions or for a complete schedule.



Questions: If you have any questions regarding the children or youth ministry, please contact Director of Christian Education
Sally Schuster at sschuster@kingofkingsroseville.org or cell: 651-341-3830.

School News and Notes
Sideline with Schutte
On the last day of school before Christmas Break, the students enjoyed the day while
relaxing with a pajama day. We felt that was a more appropriate way to close out the first
semester then to abide by our regular school dress code. Students, families, teachers and staff
all put so much effort in creating and managing an in-person learning environment 5 days a
week. Everyone associated with King of Kings has played a huge role in helping us manage
our success, especially overcoming the variety of emotions that came this school year. For
those who have prayed and donated to our school, we cannot thank you enough! This year is
a great reminder on how powerful schools can be when we all come together for the good of
the children.
If you have not experienced our school before, please contact me. I’d love to talk to you about the amazing things God has
provided us and how He is using all of our talents to help build his kingdom. The amount of thanks parents shared with
our staff on December 18 was overwhelming. In one conversation with a mother, she described this place as being
“magical,” in referencing how our loving God cares for His people while getting things done through the toughest of
times.
At the end of January, we will open our enrollment for the 2021-2022 academic year. We anticipate being able to accept
more students next year in each grade. After learning more about our community, it is evident that our families are our #1
recruiters! Please, spread the word and let me know of anyone who is interested in learning more about our school.
The people here are what makes King of Kings this magical place that others want to be part of. Our continuous focus on
our Heavenly Father helps our ongoing mission to…
MAKE KNOWN THE LOVE OF CHRIST
BY WORD AND DEED WITHIN
OUR CHURCH, COMMUNITY,
AND WORLD

Coming Up in January: National Lutheran Schools Week!
“Sent to Serve” is the theme for the 2021 National Lutheran Schools Week celebration. The associated scripture
verse is Matthew 20:28 which says: “The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many”
Find out more:
https://www.luthed.org/national-lutheran-schools-week/

You can support King of Kings through Amazon Smile!
Keep “Liking” Us on Facebook!
Facebook is a great way to network and
keep connected to church/school ministry.
Please find us at the following link and
'like' our page:
www.facebook.com/kokroseville

Are you planning on purchasing items via Amazon? Did you know that
you can get your items ordered AND support our school at the same
time? You can! This is a great opportunity for you to support our King of
Kings Lutheran Church and School every time you choose us with your
AmazonSmile, donations are sent to us!

Other News

Membership Updates:
In by Baptism: MaKenna McGinnity,
daughter of Brendan and Paige

Updated Health and Safety Measures at King of Kings

Out by release: Curtis Volkmann

During COVID-19 King of Kings has prepared for more activity in our
facility by working with state health and safety guidelines, in order
that every visitor, member, faculty, student and staff member can
know that their safety is a top priority while at King of Kings. If you
haven’t stopped by in a while, please look over the following items
that have been added so that you know what to expect if you visit.
As always, feel free to call or email the pastors or the office for clarity
or with any questions. We appreciate everyone’s cooperation as we
protect the entire community.

Please Keep the Endowments at King
of Kings Lutheran Church and School
in mind: Linda ZumHofe Endowment
(Tuition Funding); King of Kings
Elementary Endowment (Tuition
Funding); Member Hardship Endowment
(Unemployment Assistance)

2021 Offering Envelopes
Are available in the office. They can be mailed, set out for those attending
services, or picked up during office hours. Please let the pastors or Katie
Miller know what works best for your family.

When the silence spreads now all around us,
And then we hear the New Year’s ringing sound;
We join our voices then with saints and angels
Who unendingly, with praise Your throne surround!

