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“I think there is no suffering greater than what is caused by the
doubts of those who want to believe. I know what torment this is,
but I can only see it, in myself anyway, as the process by which
faith is deepened. A faith that just accepts is a child’s faith and all
right for children, but eventually you have to grow religiously as
every other way, though some never do.
What people don’t realize is how much religion costs. They think
faith is a big electric blanket, when of course it is the cross. It is
much harder to believe than not to believe. If you feel you can’t
believe, you must at least do this: keep an open mind. Keep it open
toward faith, keep wanting it, keep asking for it, and leave the rest
to God.”
These lines come from a letter written by Flannery O’Connor in
1959. Diagnosed with lupus, O’Connor knew more than most of us
about physical suffering. She would die five years later at the age of
39. A faithful Catholic, O’Connor did not back down from the
spiritual suffering that comes with doubt. At some point in the night
or as we struggle through our prayers, each of us may well identify
with the man in Mark 9 as he told Jesus, “I believe. Help my
unbelief!”
We may have no doubts when it comes to things that others find
unbelievable. I believe in the creation of this world in 6 24-hour
days and God’s enjoyment of his creation on the 7 th. I believe that
Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit. I believe in his miracles of
every kind. I believe in His Easter resurrection. I believe in the
resurrection of the body I am using today here on earth.
And yet, we may stumble at other places. These things come up in
our conversations with people who are holding the Spirit at arm’s
length. How does a loving God allow suffering?
(Continued…)

Weekly Services (on site)
Sundays at 8:30 & 11AM
Hmong Service 12:15PM
(sign up is no longer required)

Live Stream Worship
http://www.kingofkingsroseville.org/
online-worship.html
Use the above link to access
the live stream Sunday services at
8:30 and 11AM
(recordings available, too)

Summer
Office Hours
The office is fully open
8AM to 12PM Monday - Friday.
Office administrator Katie Miller is in
the office 8AM – 12PM and continues
to work, answering the office phone
and email remotely, in the afternoon.
Other staff hours may vary.
Please feel free to call ahead if you
plan to stop by the office in the
afternoon.

In grateful response to God’s grace and empowered by the Holy Spirit through Word and Sacrament,
making known the love of Christ by word and deed within our church, community and the world.
www.kingofkingsroseville.org churchoffice@kingofkingsroseville.org

kingofkingsschool@kingofkingsroseville.org

Why does hell exist? Why are some people’s lives spared in a car accident and not others? Why are
some people healed and not others? My children were raised in a Christian home or went to Christian
schools and they could seem to care less about Jesus Christ. “I believe. Help my unbelief!”
This side of heaven, we will not have answers to all of our questions. This is where faith comes in, to be
sure. A comforter is warm and cozy, and O’ Connor’s electric blanket even more so. You could quickly
doze off! But faith is not about snoozing through. Faith is the cross of Jesus. Hard. Painful. Sweat.
Blood. Shouting. Scorn. How is it possible that we take comfort in the cross of Christ? Was the man
who said, “I believe. Help my unbelief!” standing there at Calvary. He might have. What would he have
seen?
When I look at the cross, I see that God poured out all of
His wrath – and I do mean all – upon Jesus during those
dark, comfortless hours as he hung on the cross. God
emptied all of His wrath on Jesus so that there would be
none left for us. This is the fact we take comfort in.
Strange as it may seem, this is the comfort we find in the
cross. Jesus took my place. Jesus took your place.

Push back against the age as
hard as it pushes against you.
What people don’t realize is
how much religion costs. They
think faith is a big electric
blanket, when of course it is
the cross.

When doubt flashes across our screen, or even when it
seems to take up residence, we find the power of the Holy
Flannery O’Connor
Spirit, the Paraclete, the Comforter, offering us this Good
News. Living out our faith is not just curled up with a good
book by the fireplace with a steaming mug on a winter day. Faith is more likely found in the garden,
pulling weeds in the sun and swatting mosquitos and praying for rain and for things even less predictable
than weather. The Good News is that God is with us in the wrestling of faith and life and death and
struggle. “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” (2 Cor. 12) God
wants us to win! And we win because Christ has won the victory for us and holds the prize, a crown of
glory for everyone who believes and calls on His name.
In the meantime, remember what Miss O’Connor wrote: “If you feel you can’t believe, you must at least
do this: keep an open mind. Keep it open toward faith, keep wanting it, keep asking for it, and leave
the rest to God.”
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Steven Bielenberg

What’s to Know?
by Steve Gruenwald
You’ve heard the saying that knowledge is power. So, what
do you know? Do you know, for instance, that astronaut
Neil Armstrong used his left foot to step on the moon? Do
you know that in baseball home plate is 17 inches wide?
That’s interesting knowledge if you’re participating in a
trivia game, but it’s not life-saving.

"Faith is assured of perfect joy, in the
spacious place of freedom, not because this
joy is already visible, but because it has
been promised." ~ Oswald Bayer

What about knowing how to install a toilet or lay a tile floor? That’s good do-it-yourself knowledge to improve the look
and value of a home, but in the bigger picture, that isn’t life-saving knowledge either. Life-saving knowledge comes from
knowing how to perform CPR or even by knowing your numbers — that is, your blood cholesterol, triglyceride numbers
and your blood pressure numbers. Those numbers are an indication of your health status and can alert you to a health
risk that needs attention. Although even that knowledge only extends so far in this earthly life.
Then there are some things we wish we didn’t know. For example, we wish we didn’t know the words to annoying
commercial jingles that replay constantly in our head. Perhaps something else we wish we didn’t know: “For I know my
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.” (Psalm 51:3) We are well aware of our sinful natures and what we have
said, thought or done that are in stark opposition to what God commands.
Thankfully, through our faith that was given to us by the power of the Holy Spirit at baptism, we also know “. . . that God
gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.” (1 John 5:11) Now that’s life-saving knowledge! We rejoice that Christ
came to earth to be the sacrifice for our sins – to die for us – and through His resurrection, we have the promise and
hope of an everlasting life.
I think we need to revise an earlier statement: it’s not just about what you know, but who you know. Because of our
faith, we know Christ crucified! We believe that through Christ’s death on the cross, God has forgiven every one of our
sins, and He will continue to do so until that day we are with Him in Heaven.
Trivia knowledge may come and go, and we may not be able to rattle off our blood cholesterol numbers, but what’s
locked in our hearts and minds is what we proclaimed confidently just a few short months ago, “I know that my
Redeemer lives. What comfort that sweet sentence gives!”
Reprinted with permission from Better Health, Concordia Plan Services.

The Window(less) View of Pastor Lee
As I sit on Cannon Beach in Oregon, it’s 61 degrees with 25 mph winds;
it’s overcast and the waves are crashing closer and closer to me. But I
feel safe. I know the Creator told the waves to only come thus far and
no more. For me this is a time to be in awe of God’s gift. It’s is a time
to strengthen my marriage. This is a
time to rest so that I can better
serve God by serving all those
around me. I do not take
anything to granted. I know my
Redeemer lives, and I will continue to live for Him in this life and in the
life to come. As you read this, may you be reminded you are not alone.

News and Notes
Save the Date
You’re Invited!
Family Fun Nights
The Jimenez family invites you to Family Fun Nights this
summer. An evening of fellowship, play, and worship for
the whole family! There are 2 more dates: July 14, and
August 11 from 6:30pm-8:30pm on the King of Kings
field and playground. See flyer on the last page.
Feel free to invite others and we hope to see you there!

October 25-26: SAGES Conference
The SAGES gathering (typically held in May but
suspended during COVID) has been set for October 2526 under the theme "20/20 Vision in 2021". Rev. Mark
Jeske, senior pastor at St. Marcus Lutheran in
Milwaukee and creator of "Time of Grace", will be the
featured speaker. Check the July issue of SAGACITY for
details and registration information.

Contact Stefanie and Jose Jimenez with any
questions: stefjimenez@hotmail.com,
651-587-1378 (call or text)
News from the mission field around the world

Mark Your Calendars! Night to Unite is back!
This year’s event will be held Tuesday, August 3 from 6-8pm.
The Roseville Police and Fire Departments have been invited to
Stop by! Email Pastor Lee vlee@kingofkingsroseville.org call
or text his cell 209-261-0510 to let him know how you can help.

Attached to the Quill is this month’s Barb’s Bulletin,
which is the update from King of Kings supported
missionary Barb Rebentisch. Barb serves in Taiwan
with translation work.

Please keep her and all missionaries in your prayers!

The July Voters' meeting has been moved from its
original date.
The meeting will now be Tuesday, July 13th, 6:30pm

Resources Available for you!
Helpful books Faith in the Shadow of Pandemic (John T.
Pless/Jacob Corzine) and Callings for Life (Jeffrey
Leininger) are both offer Christian perspective on life and
vocation, despite chaotic or unusual circumstances.
Available in the office (no shipping costs!)

Membership Updates:

Other Resources Additional resources are available in the
church narthex!

In by Baptism: Brooks Moldenhauer, son of Austin &
Madisyn Moldenhauer (grandson of Andy & Laura)

Education and Youth News
Vacation Bible School Recap

Thank you for all the support
through donations and prayers!

●
●
●
●

123 kids participated
32 crew leaders, 16 station leaders and helpers, and 6
additional set up, take down, registration volunteers
(54 volunteers! THANK YOU!!!!)
$402.93 donated to World Vision = about 40 mosquito
nets to protect kids from malaria
5 days outside!
So many donations for the food shelf – check out the
photo!

National Youth Gathering
Mark your calendar for July 9-13, 2022 for the National Youth Gathering
in Houston, TX! You are eligible to attend if you are entering 8th-12th
grade this fall and registration will open in the early fall. Please let Sally
Schuster know if you are interested and if there are other activities that
would be fun to do around Houston before or after the gathering.

Questions: If you have any questions regarding the children or youth ministry, please contact Director of
Christian Education Sally Schuster at sschuster@kingofkingsroseville.org or cell: 651-341-3830.
Volunteers Need This Fall
The world is getting back to normal, which means volunteers are needed this fall. If you are interested in
helping with children, youth, or adult ministry, please let Sally Schuster know. We’ll be starting up Sunday
School, Youth Events, and weekday Bible Studies once again!
Host a Small Group: We have lots of materials available if you would like to host a small group, either online
via Zoom or another platform, or in person. If you are interested, please contact Director of Christian
Education, Sally Schuster at sschuster@kingofkingsroseville.org or 651-341-3830.
Here is a list of Bible Studies that we have available for you to use:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1cQ6ZMEBBNpB70CzNPq3VWt38hmnk_NYQMBOdbI56XU/edit?usp=sharing The first tab is general Bible
Studies, the second tab shows all of the LifeLight studies we have, and the third tab
is videos. This list will continue to be updated as new materials are reviewed!

School News and Notes
King of Kings Staff Updates
King of Kings school is excited to announce Ms. Peyton Barrett has accepted the call as a teacher for the coming year! Stay tuned for
more information.
Volunteer to help our school!
King of Kings Lutheran School is looking for people to help the Board of Properties with some of the tasks needed to help with the
upkeep of our building and grounds. Not only does this help keep the overall operational cost down, it is also a great way to show your
child the importance of serving others. Please contact Principal Schutte to learn more about what you can do to help!
International Student housing needed
King of Kings is looking for families to host incoming international students for the 2021-2022 school year! If you are interested in
learning more about partnering with King of Kings to facilitate a student from overseas who can be a part of this community, please
contact the school office kingofkingsschool@kingofingsroseville.org or Principal Schutte jschutte@kingofkingsroseville.org.
MAKE KNOWN THE LOVE OF CHRIST BY WORD AND DEED
WITHIN OUR CHURCH, COMMUNITY, AND WORLD

Keep “Liking” Us on Facebook! Facebook is a great way to
network and keep connected to church/school ministry.
Please find us at the following link and 'like' our page:
www.facebook.com/kokroseville

Every Purchase Helps Our School

Other News
The altar flower chart has been added back onto the bulletin board in the narthex.
You may sign your name next to a week that you would like
To have flowers in celebration or memorial.
Please contact Deb Gogins or the office with any questions.
LCMS GEO missionary opportunities Due November 3 Would you or
someone you know be a fit for international missionary service? LCMS Office
of International Mission is looking for LCMS church members to serve as
missionaries teaching English as a Foreign Language around the globe.
Some are GEO positions for 2+ years, and others are career positions for 5+
years. Teacher training is a definite plus but not required for all positions.
Deadline for beginning the GEO missionary candidate process is November
3, 2021. GEO Missionaries are Globally Engaged in Outreach for 24+ months.
Lutheran Night at Target Field | July 26 The Minnesota Twins are excited to announce the annual Lutheran
Night at Target Field. Great for Lutheran congregations, youth groups, and Bible study groups, Lutheran
Night at Target Field has been the largest group event associated with the Twins for over a decade!
Click here for individual ticket purchases (or groups of fewer than 20).
(https://offer.fevo.com/detroit-tigers-qx7kkxh- 05883a9?fevoUri=detroit-tigers-qx7kkxh-05883a9%2F)

