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We wish you all a blessed Christmas (Ethiopian Christmas is January 7), and pray that God will give you joy  

in the new year as you serve him!  

Thank you for partnering with us to help get God’s Word to people in Ethiopia! 

 

Translation Checking Notes 

From December 5-14, I worked with the Tsamakko translation team in checking over their translation of the book of Hebrews. It is a 

difficult book, but the team had worked hard on it, so we were able to make good progress on it. I was also able to continue to 

mentor Dr. Chris Pluger. 

I enjoy helping teams make their translations better. Sometimes some of the changes that we find are not obvious at first glance. 

In Hebrews 12:1, the translation began, “Since we are surrounded by the witnesses about faith,…” We saw that this was missing the 

information that there are many witnesses, so that was added. Then as we talked more about the meaning, we found there was 

another problem that was not so easily noticed. The team had translated the verb as “surround”, which seemed good, but in Tsa-

makko, this word means to surround something in order to catch it. This is certainly not what the witnesses are doing to us in this 

passage! It was revised to, “Since we have these many people who have witnessed about their faith,…” This gave the meaning that 

the witnesses are present, but did not have the negative idea that “surround” had. 

In Hebrews 12:23, the translation said, “You have come to God, the one who judges everyone.” In Tsamakko, there are two words 

for the verb “judge”. The first means to decide a case, and the second means to condemn. Here the second word, “condemn”, had 

been used, which gave the meaning, “God, the one who condemns everyone.”  

Thank you for praying for God’s wisdom and guidance for us! 

From January 16-27, I will be working with the Karama translation team to begin checking their translation of the book of Exodus. 

Please pray for wisdom, energy, good communication, and guidance from God’s Spirit as we work together. 



 

 

Retirements 

On December 11, we said farewell to our friend and colleague, Rev. Dr. Berhanu Ofgaa. He has retired from his position 

with Lutheran Bible Translators here in Ethiopia and has returned to the US to be with his family. We are thankful for 

his friendship and for all that he did here to advance the work of Bible translation among the Ethiopian Evangelical 

Church Mekane Yesus.  

Also, on December 31, Dr. Mike Rodewald retired from Lutheran Bible Translators. Mike first began working with LBT 

in 1977, and for the last 8 years has been the executive director. We will miss his vision and enthusiastic leadership. We 

praise God for the service both of these men have given. May God bless them in their retirement, and continue to use 

them in his service!  

Peace Agreement 

On November 3, the Ethiopian government signed a peace agreement with the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) 

to end the fighting in northern Ethiopia that started two years ago. Please pray for the country’s leadership as this agree-

ment is implemented and the rebuilding process begins. Please also pray for peace in other areas of the country.  
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Pray… 

➔ Pray for wisdom for the country’s leaders as 

they implement the new peace agreement, 

and for a peaceful resolution in other areas 

of unrest. 

➔ Praise God for the completion of the book of 

Hebrews in the Tsamakko translation. Pray for 

energy, wisdom, and guidance for the team 

as they work hard to complete the New 

Testament by the end of 2023. 

➔ Pray for the students studying Bible 

translation at Mekane Yesus Seminary.  

➔ Pray for wisdom for the leadership of both 

LBT and the Ethiopian Evangelical Church 

Mekane Yesus as they plan  how to equip 

the church to carry out the work of Bible 

translation and scripture engagement. 


